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My stereotype of a pro basketball player is a 7’ tall big guy, African-American or white, who is very strong, weighs a whole lot, with huge feet and tattoos.  In my stereotype, I see this athlete being quite self-focused, liking lots of media attention, and liking attention from all the adoring fans – especially the cute girls.  This guy probably spends his free time at clubs, and driving fast cars.

Well, that stereotype of an NBA player was blown out of the water recently, because of Jeremy Lin, the point guard for the New York Knicks.  My stereotype was wrong both in terms of physical appearance and it was wrong in terms of character.  What made my stereotype wrong? Jeremy Lin is a 23 year old Asian-American who is only 6’3”,  weights a mere 200 lbs, wears only size 11 shoes, is an intellectual (graduated from Harvard), helps needy children, and is a Christian who wants to be a pastor when he is done with the NBA.  Instead of hanging out at clubs in his free time, Jeremy hangs out at Redeemer Bible Fellowship Church.  There is a new phenomenon going on about him called “Linsanity:”  his No. 17 jersey is now the top seller in the NBA and sales on the NBA online store rose 3,000% this past week.  Why? Lin scored 38 points in a Knicks vs. LA Lakers game this past week; an amazing victory for this guy who came out of no-where!  People are saying, “There’s a sense in New York that Jeremy Lin is the savior of the Knicks.”  But Lin says, “I want you to be able to know my Savior, Jesus Christ.”  Oh yeah, my stereotype was wrong.
Ok, so what does this have to do with church and our Scripture readings today?  Plenty.  Today we celebrate the Transfiguration of Jesus, a day in which our incorrect stereotypes can really get in the way of our spiritual understanding.  The term “Transfiguration” refers to the physical transformation that Jesus went through on top of that mountain – from being a regular human who had just climbed with his friends up this steep trail, to shining with amazing bright rays of light that could only have come from one source: God.  The great 13th century theologian, Thomas Aquinas said, “the Transfiguration was the greatest miracle.”  But, our stereotypes can stand in the way of our really experiencing this miracle.  St. Paul even talks about this in our Epistle reading from 2nd Corinthians today.  He says, If our Gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” The word “veiled” is used twice here; it is a verb that means covered up, blocked, and obscured.  So what St Paul is saying is that those who are attached to the sinful things of the world can’t fully experience what God has to offer them because they have a barrier between them and God.  Our stuff (our misconceptions, the voices in our heads from the past, as well as our sins) can sure get in the way of us knowing God.  Just not paying attention because we already heard it can also stand in our way too, can veil us.  For example, today’s Gospel of the Transfiguration is very familiar because it is read every year on this particular Sunday– most of you have heard it and read it many times, so “snore” you might have just taken a little nap while I was reading it this morning – but hearing it afresh is really important because God speaks to us in a new way each time we listen. My incorrect NBA stereotype is not such a big deal, but this kind of veil is a big deal – because it can stand in the way of the most important thing in our lives: our relationship with God.
Let’s look in more detail at what exactly happened on that mountaintop that day.  Jesus, Peter, James and John went climbing up a mountain to get away. When they got there, Jesus was physically changed and “His clothes became dazzling white.”  This was not just like the sun shining on Jesus; no, this was crazy amazing, it defied the natural laws!  And then Moses (the supreme law giver of Israel) and Elijah (the first and greatest of the prophets) poof – appeared with Jesus. Their appearance in this moment was important, because having these two major guys from history deferring to Jesus showed that Jesus IS THE voice of God, is the long awaited Messiah, above Elijah or Moses.  Then, three more things happened:

· Peter was so amazed that he wanted to capture the moment forever and just stay there in tents (but Peter did not understand the significance at the time),
· A cloud enveloped them, God the Father spoke and said, “This is my son, the Beloved; listen to Him.”  This is God, right here. Pay attention! Listen up!
· Lastly, the miracle was over and they hiked back down the mountain.
Peter wrote in his Epistle later on about the reality of this day, and how his life was changed forever by witnessing this.  He said, “We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.”  Peter experienced Jesus that day with new spiritual insight, and never forgot it: the divine light and that voice, booming from the clouds, identifying Jesus as God’s Son.  
 A parishioner from another church where I used to serve asked me one time, “Why do you talk about Jesus all the time. Other priests we have had did not talk about Jesus as much.”  I talk about Jesus all the time because Jesus is our hope, Jesus is our salvation, Jesus is our life, and Jesus is the light of the world.  It is in the Transfiguration miracle that we can see that Jesus is the connecting point for us to heaven.  It is here we begin to understand that Jesus came so that we might have eternal life; He is the bridge between heaven and earth for us. The Transfiguration helps us not only understand in our heads about this directly connection to God through Jesus, but it reaches into our hearts – the connection moves from our brain into our souls.  There are no veils, no stereotypes getting in the way when you are able to experience this connection.  The Celtic Christians from Ireland call a time like this a: “thin place.”  A “thin place” is a place or time when the boundary between us on earth and God in heaven is so slight that we can almost hear God breathing and we can bask in the indescribable bright rays of light that emanated from Jesus.  A thin place gives us an opening into the magnificence and wonder of God’s Presence. Today, we are invited to experience this thin place where the Eternal is right in our midst.  From this “thin place,” experience the glory, hope, power, love –  you & Jesus.  
What is standing in the way of your being able to see, feel, fully experience the glory of Jesus Christ?  Maybe nothing, and that is fantastic – but most of us have some sort of veil blocking this connection because of what we have done or what we are thinking.  You may not know what it is now; it may take you some time of concentration and prayer and self-examination to find out.  
God wants you to experience Him with no veil, no fog, no obstructions.  And, the Good News is that coming up this week we begin a whole church season in which to focus on doing just this; it is called Lent, and it begins with our Ash Wednesday services at 6:30 AM and 12 noon this coming Wednesday, Feb. 22.  We have two services: convenient for all of you to come to church on this important day.  So often, people think about giving something up for Lent – but Lent is really all about taking God more seriously; the giving something up is really just to help us remember to spend more time with God.  And so, plan add something instead of giving something up – and that something is from today’s Gospel, “listen to Him,” in other words, pay attention with our ears and our hearts to what Jesus says—we have those words in the Bible, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  So, this Lent resolve to read one of these Gospels afresh, without any veils or stereotypes getting in the way. May there be nothing in between you and the bright rays of glory Light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ.”  It is shining upon you.  Amen.
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